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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid. 

Group I (claims 1-9), drawn to a method of automating the determination of a distinguishing genotypic sequence for a member 

Group II (claims 10-17), drawn to a method of determining computationally in a non-linear manner a number of primer sets. 

Group III (claims 1 8-26), drawn to a method of determining computationally in a non-linear manner a number of primer sets. 

Group IV (claims 27-3 1), drawn to a method of obtaining a real and a virtual mass spectrum. 

Group V (claim 32), drawn to a method of determining a similarity criteria. 

Group VI (claim 33), drawn to a method of generating a synthetic mass spectrum template. 

Group VII (claims 34-41), drawn to a method of grouping a plurality of biological members. 

The inventions listed as Groups I-VII do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

Each of the inventions of groups I-VII are distinct processes because each has distinct steps and produces different results, and each has its 
own special technical features. For group I, the special technical feature is comparing computationally a plurality of genotype sequences of 
a plurality of members and determining a distinguishing genotype sequence for said members. For group II, it is determining 
computationally a level of identification obtained from a first primer set and repeating the step with additional primer sets until said level of 
identification is at least equal to a desired level. For group III, it is obtaining a virtual amplicon of a portion of a member of a biological 
sample, comparing the virtual amplicon with a database of virtual amplicons, and repeating the steps with additional virtual amplicons until 
the level of identification is at or above a desired level. For group IV, it is providing a virtual sample and obtaining a real and virtual mass 
spectrum of the sample. For group V, it is obtaining a mass spectrum of a bioagent sample, and comparing the mass spectrum with at least a 
second virtual mass spectrum of the sample. For group VI, it is obtaining a mass spectrum of a primer pair amplicon andtrrnsforming the 
mass spectrum into a mass spectrum model. For group VII, it is obtaining at least one grouping criteria and comparing the grouping criteria 
of at least one member with the grouping criteria of one other mrmber to determine an interrelatedness between the members. 
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